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Welcome

Dear Masterclass Participant,

The Private Capital Funds Masterclass provides a detailed overview of investing and 
managing Venture Capital (VC) and Private Equity (PE) funds focusing on emerging 
markets in general and on Egypt in particular. It is designed to address the needs of 
institutional investors who want to become familiar with investing in and managing a 
portfolio of VC&PE funds, as well as fund managers launching and managing VC/PE 
funds.

The masterclass addresses topics that fund investors and VC&PE fund managers 
should know and become familiar with. The purpose is to provide a common 
understanding of the approaches, terminologies, strategies, roles, and expected 
outcomes for successful investments in and by VC&PE funds. Best international 
practices are presented for every stage of the investment and portfolio management 
process.

The sessions are sequential with the learnings of one session building on those of the 
previous one. Combining presentations, conversations, illustrative examples and group 
exercises, the sessions are designed to be interactive, allowing for a free flow of 
conversation among participants. A spirit of openness, inquisitiveness and 
engagement is encouraged throughout the sessions, as participants are invited to ask 
questions, make comments, share their experiences and address their concerns at any 
time during the class. Numerous examples will be used, and some relevant case 
studies will be debated, building on actual events and circumstances, but disguising 
names as necessary for confidentiality reasons. The timing of sessions, as set out in 
the agenda, may be adapted to accommodate discussions and inquiries and to 
address topics of specific interest to participants in more depth.  

Small one-page cases will be distributed during certain sessions. Participants are 
expected to read these short cases during the session, have a discussion within their 
assigned working groups and then bring their conclusions and questions to be debated 
among all participants.

The masterclass will help investors get a better grasp of the key aspects to be 
considered when appraising a VC/PE fund and managing a portfolio of funds. Fund 
managers will gain thought-provoking and practical insights on how to refine their 
investment thesis, develop their fund model, build a team, and enhance their marketing 
pitch.

Best regards,

Egyptian Private Equity  Association (EPEA)
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Facilitators

Hany Assaad (Lead Facilitator)
Managing Director 
Avanz Capital Egypt

Hany Assaad is co-founder of Avanz Capital, established to pursue private equity 
investing opportunities across emerging markets. As the Chief Portfolio & Risk 
Officer, he leads sourcing, screening and negotiation of investments, risk 
management, and the ESG aspects of Avanz Capital. 

Mr. Assaad has had a long career in EM investments, including two decades at 
International Finance Corporation. He was Chief Investment Officer at IFC’s Private 
Equity and Investment Funds leading the investment process for sector-specific 
funds. Prior to that, he held various leadership investment positions at IFC covering a 
range of sectors and industries.

EPEA would like to especially thank the partners and sponsors for 
all their support 
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