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On sidelines of COP27 summit: Microsoft announces key
sustainability management partnerships with the Ministry of
Communications and Information Technology

A state-of-the-art carbon-emissions track and trace center and an A.I powered agricultural
tool to help farmers optimize water usage

e Dr. Amr Talat: The government is keen to build effective partnerships
with the private sector

e Mirna Arif: We are working on harnessing our technologies in
agriculture to provide farmers with accurate data, especially in rural
areas within the concept of “Together for Implementation” with MCIT

Cairo, Egypt — 12 November 2022: On the sidelines of the 2022 United Nations
Climate Change Conference (COP27), technology leader Microsoft Egypt has
announced two key sustainability management partnerships with the Ministry of
Communications and Information Technology (MCIT).

A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) was signed between Eng. Raafat Hendy,
information infrastructure director at MCIT, and Eng. Mirna Arif, General Manager
of Microsoft Egypt to establish a Government Center of Excellence for Emissions
Accounting and Reporting digitally (GEAR COE). GEAR COE will enable the
Egyptian authorities to digitally record, measure and report on carbon emissions,
which will contribute to achieving institutional sustainability.

Specialized training programs will also be provided for software developers and
engineers in the fields of sustainable cloud computing and related topics, in addition
to other training packages for decision makers, business owners and government
leaders on topics related to technology based sustainability solutions.

In partnership with MCIT and other third parties, Microsoft will identify start-ups
developing sustainability solutions to be enrolled in the Microsoft Entrepreneurship
for Positive Impact program.

Dr. Amr Talat, Minister of Communications and Information Technology,
stressed on the Egyptian government’s keenness to build effective partnerships to
achieve the objectives of the National Climate Change Strategy 2050, Achieving the
country’s goals towards low-emission economic growth, enhancing its ability to
adapt to climate change and mitigating the negative effects associated with it. He
pointed out that the cooperation with Microsoft comes in light of the efforts of the
Ministry of Communications and Information Technology to cooperate with major
international companies to adapt technology to serve environmental issues. The
cooperation aims to build the capabilities of Egyptian cadres and prepare them to be
able to manage the country's sustainability system using the latest green
technologies.
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Expanding further, he said, "This cooperation is consistent in time and space with
the State's efforts to adopt eco-friendly policies. It coincides with Egypt's
assumption of the presidency of the twenty-seventh session of the Climate Change
Conference, and in light of the declaration of Sharm el-Sheikh as Egypt's first green
city".

“We are working closely with the Ministry of Communications and Information
Technology to provide the necessary technology solutions that support the Egyptian
government’s efforts to reduce the negative effects of climate change in line with
the National Climate Change Strategy 2050. Through Microsoft’s innovative
sustainability  solutions, both technical and technological expertise will be
transferred to the Egyptian calibers through the Center for Government Excellence.
This partnership comes in time as Egypt chairs the COP 27 conference and is proof
of the government's objective to go from commitment to implementation”, said
Mirna Arif, General Manager, Microsoft Egypt.

Dr. Amr Talaat also met with Mr. Ralph Haupter, Microsoft EMEA president. and
Mr. Samer Abu Latif, President of Microsoft in the Middle East and Africa to
announce the wuse of artificial intelligence to enhance the efficiency of the
agricultural sector.

Both parties will cooperate in developing innovative agricultural techniques to help
farmers improve the wuse of water in irrigating agricultural crops and access
information that helps them predict climate changes and take preventive measures to
protect their crops.

This partnership will be implemented in cooperation with other partners in Egypt
and Africa to ensure maximum benefit for farmers and the promotion of sustainable
practices across the continent in a way that supports the interests of all stakeholders.

It should be noted that MCIT is working through its Applied Innovation Center
(AIC) to develop innovative solutions using the latest technologies to develop the
agricultural system. Where  A.l and  Geographical Information Systems (GIS)
techniques are usedto analyze satellite images and determine the borders of lands
that are used for different purposes, and also to identify the types of crops that grow
in various plots and calculate their areas across governorates and at the national
level. Moreover, MCIT has developed a mobile app to provide guidance to farmers
related to their crop interests.

The meeting was attended by Eng. Raafat Hendy, the information infrastructure
director at the Ministry of Communications and Information Technology, Eng. Amr
Mahfouz, CEO of the Information Technology Industry Development Agency
(ITIDA), Eng. Mohamed Nasr EI-Din, Assistant Minister for International
Information Infrastructure, and Dr. Noha Adly, Advisor to the Minister for Research
and Development, Eng. Wael EIl-Kabbani, General Manager of Microsoft Africa
Regional Cluster, and Eng. Mirna Arif, General Manager of Microsoft Egypt

END



& Microsoft

About Microsoft
Microsoft (Nasdaq “MSFT” @microsoft) enables digital transformation for the era of an intelligent cloud and an
intelligent edge. Its mission is to empower every person and every organization on the planet to achieve more.

Note to editors:
For further information from Microsoft on sustainability, please visit Microsoft On the Issues
For more information, news, and perspectives from Microsoft in the Middle East & Africa, please visit the MEA

(Middle East and Africa Area) News Center.

For more information (Press only):
Nada Aref, The Ginger Firm

E: pr@thegingerfirm.com
M: +2 01015445186



https://nam06.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnews.microsoft.com%2Fon-the-issues%2Ftopic%2Fsustainability%2F%23%3A~%3Atext%3DSustainability%2520Microsoft%2520is%2520committed%2520to%2520leveraging%2520technology%2520to%2Cbelieve%2520we%2520can%2520have%2520the%2520most%2520positive%2520impact.&data=05%7C01%7Cmarykihagi%40microsoft.com%7Cb8aef365432b44b5d67808dabb3e5f9a%7C72f988bf86f141af91ab2d7cd011db47%7C1%7C0%7C638028173852821434%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Ts9QCuyrTDx%2BvccEUxf1cifKIMVcp1BogYhu1nyGqH4%3D&reserved=0
https://news.microsoft.com/en-xm/features/tomorrows-leaders/
https://news.microsoft.com/en-xm/features/tomorrows-leaders/
mailto:pr@thegingerfirm.com

