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The Heikal Foundation for Arab Journalism Celebrates Winners of
2019 Competition in  Third Annual Award Ceremony,
Commemorates Transfer of Heikal Works to the Library of
Alexandria with Documentary

The Board of Trustees of the Heikal Foundation for Arab Journalism presented two awards to the
winners of its journalism competition, held today for the third year running to recognize young
Arab talents and their exemplary work in reviving model journalistic writing and standards. The
ceremony, hosted on September 23™ in honor of the late Mohamed Hassanein Heikal’s birthday,
took place at the Cairo Opera House. To date, six young and talented journalists have received the
award.

“I could not be more proud of how far we’ve come in just three years since the inception of this
award, which not only celebrates Ostaz Heikal, but cements his legacy of looking to the future of
the press today through the hearts and minds of these brilliant young journalists,” said Mrs.
Hedayat Heikal, Chairman of the Board of the Heikal Foundation.

The third iteration of the award ceremony also celebrated the relocation of Heikal’s unique library
and archives to the Library of Alexandria, including a collection of his books, manuscripts, and
rare documents. A short documentary on the Heikal Library and the late writer’s journalistic work
and private collections was screened to commemorate the move.

“We are not only honored to be fulfilling the great writer’s wish, but to be giving the nation access
to the legacy of Al Ostaz, one of the most distinguished minds of our time,” said Mostafa El Feki,
Director of the New Library of Alexandria. “These include close to 25,000 books, over 40,000
documents and manuscripts handwritten by Al Ostaz himself, and rare maps and photographs that
will be on display to the benefit of generations to come.”

It also featured a pre-recorded message from Minister of Social Solidarity HE Ghada Waly, who
said, “I would like to take the opportunity to congratulate both the Heikal Foundation and the
winners of this year’s award for supporting journalism, which is a key profession in furthering the
fabric of Egyptian society and contributing to building up Egyptian culture and youth.”

The Foundation began accepting applications for the competition from 1 March 2019; criteria
included being an Arab journalist under the age of 40 and working at an Arabic language news
outlet. The two awards, granted to two different winners, are worth EGP 250,000 each and aim to
provide young Arab journalists with the means and drive to enhance their skills, continue to excel
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in their profession and reignite passion for the field. In addition to its annual awards, the
Foundation provides grants for aspiring journalists to attend training workshops at leading global
newspapers.

The Heikal Foundation for Arab Journalism was established in 2007 by Ostaz Mohamed Hassanein
Heikal to develop and promote the profession across the Arab world. It seeks to provide young,
talented journalists with versatile opportunities to expand their capabilities and remain ahead of
global changes, with the aim of developing world-class talents and further advancing journalism
within the Arab world.

—Ends —

About The Heikal Foundation for Arab Journalism

Since its inception in March 2007, the Heikal Foundation for Arab Journalism has been working
to promote excellence and develop expertise within the field of journalism in Egypt. The
Foundation’s goal has been to provide opportunities for aspiring journalists and ensure that they
have access to the latest trends on the international media scene. Special emphasis is placed on
initiating a mutually beneficial dialogue between young Egyptian journalists and their global peers.
The Foundation also provides technical support and training for journalists and media outlets in
Egypt. For the past 10 years, the Foundation has also provided grants to talented young journalists
to train at major international newspapers around the world.

For more details on when and how to apply for the Mohamed Hassanein Heikal Prize for Arab
Journalism please visit: www.heikal.info

For more information, please contact:

Ms. Ghada Hammouda
Mobile: +20 106 662-0002

Ms. Jehan Attia
Mobile: +20 010 044-00234


http://www.heikal.info/
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