Nasdaq Dubai launches futures trading on MSCI’s index of UAE equities
in latest market expansion
• International and regional investors can use the futures to gain exposure to UAE
market

Dubai, January 15, 2019 – Nasdaq Dubai today launched futures trading on the MSCI United
Arab Emirates (UAE) equity index, in the latest expansion of the exchange’s futures market. The
contracts are designed to appeal to international and regional investors seeking exposure to
leading UAE companies.
Robert Ansari, Executive Director - Head of the Middle East of MSCI, rang the market-opening
bell at Nasdaq Dubai MarketSite to celebrate the start of trading. The index comprises 11
companies that are among the largest and most liquid in the UAE including DP World, Emaar
Properties and First Abu Dhabi Bank.
The introduction of MSCI UAE index futures comes one week after Nasdaq Dubai launched
single stock futures trading on 12 Saudi Arabian companies.
Attending the bell-ringing celebration, His Excellency Essa Kazim, Governor of Dubai
International Financial Centre and Chairman of Dubai Financial Market, said: “The launch of
futures on MSCI’s UAE index is the latest step in Dubai’s strategy of expanding the range of its
capital markets product offerings, to cater for diverse segments of investors. We will maintain
our focus on creating new ways to attract capital into the UAE and the region.”
Robert Ansari, Executive Director - Head of the Middle East of MSCI, said: “We are delighted
to work with Nasdaq Dubai as it expands its futures market across the region and attracts global
investors to the Middle Eastern capital markets. This agreement will allow a wide range of
international and regional investors to access Nasdaq Dubai contracts on the MSCI United Arab
Emirates Equity Index.”
The futures on the MSCI UAE index were launched under a licence agreement signed in 2017,
under which Nasdaq Dubai can also create futures on other regional MSCI indices.
Hamed Ali, Chief Executive of Nasdaq Dubai, said: “The addition of the benchmark MSCI UAE
equity index is a significant step that will bring further investment into the region from global
institutional investors seeking contracts with a strong emphasis on liquidity and investability. In
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response to increasing demand from brokers and investors, we will introduce more regional
MSCI index products to enable a range of opportunities for our market participants.”
More than 11 trillion US dollars in assets under management is estimated to be benchmarked
to MSCI’s indexes worldwide.
By trading futures investors can make use of leverage to magnify the outcome of their trades
and make gains whether the index rises or falls.
Nasdaq Dubai’s derivatives market opened in 2016 and also comprises single stock futures on
29 leading UAE-listed and Saudi-listed companies, as well as futures on Dubai Financial Market’s
DFMGI share index and the ADI index of Abu Dhabi Securities Exchange. Nasdaq Dubai is
preparing to add a range of further regional equity futures and options.
About Nasdaq Dubai
Nasdaq Dubai is the international financial exchange serving the region between Western Europe and
East Asia. It welcomes regional as well as global issuers that seek regional and international investment.
The exchange currently lists shares, derivatives, Sukuk (Islamic bonds), conventional bonds and Real
Estate Investment Trusts (REITS).
The majority shareholder of Nasdaq Dubai is Dubai Financial Market with a two-thirds stake. Borse
Dubai owns one third of the shares. The regulator of Nasdaq Dubai is the Dubai Financial Services
Authority (DFSA). Nasdaq Dubai is located in the Dubai International Financial Centre (DIFC).
About MSCI
For more than 45 years, MSCI’s research-based indexes and analytics have helped the world’s leading
investors build and manage better portfolios. Clients rely on MSCI’s offerings for deeper insights into the
drivers of performance and risk in their portfolios, broad asset class coverage and innovative research.
MSCI’s line of products and services includes indexes, analytical models, data, real estate benchmarks
and ESG research.
MSCI serves 99 of the top 100 largest money managers, according to the most recent P&I ranking. For
more information, visit the MSCI website at www.msci.com.
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